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								Traditional	Swedish	Falu	Style	Paint	

	

Red	and	Black	pigments	manufactured	by	DalaDRY.	
	
	

Ideal	for	exterior	rough	and	smooth	cut	wood	surfaces,	especially	
barns,	cottage	style	architecture,	and	outbuildings.		New	timber	and/or	
wood	previously	painted	with	a	Swedish	Falu	Style	Paint.	Very	durable	
with	impressive	UV	protection,	the	Traditional	Falu	Style	Paint	is	safe	
to	use,	safe	for	the	environment,	and	easy	to	maintain	over	time.	It	does	
not	peel,	crack,	trap	moisture	or	cause	wood	rot.	Never	use	with	a	
conventional,	chemically	treated	linseed	oil	or	paint	over	alkyd,	acrylic,	
or	other	petrochemical	based	coatings.	
	

Coverage:	
	

3	lb	bag	of	(red	or	black)	dry	powder	makes	approximately	1.5	gallons	
of	paint	for	180-240	sq/ft.	
	

Coverage	depends	on	type	and	dryness	of	wood	surface.		
	

Combine:		
	

1.2	gallon	of	clean,	cold	water	
1	quart	of	Viking	Purified	Raw	Linseed	Oil	
1/2	cup	natural	liquid	soap	or	Linseed	Oil	Soap	

	

Mixing	Instructions:	
	

In	large	container	add	the	cold	water,	slowly	pour	in	powder	and	mix	
together	slowly.	Stir	thoroughly.	Dilute	the	liquid	soap	or	linseed	oil	
soap	in	a	small	amount	of	warm	water	to	help	dissolve,	add	to	paint	
mixture	and	stir	well.	Add	the	Viking	Purified	Raw	Linseed	Oil	and	stir	
in.		Preferable	to	mix	outdoors	but	protected	from	wind/rain.	Do	not	
breath	in	the	powdered	pigment.	To	avoid	pockets	of	pigment	or	lumps	
in	the	paint,	use	stick	mixer	or	paint	mixing	blade	affixed	to	a	drill	for	
best	(and	quickest)	results.	This	will	also	create	ideal	paint	consistency.	
Apply	with	stiff	bristle	brush	in	thin,	even	coats.	
	
	

Note:	Avoid	generic	linseed	oil	from	the	hardware	store	as	this	may	lead	to	drying	
issues	or	mildew	growth.	Work	with	high-quality	Viking	Purified	Raw	Linseed	Oil	
with	Falu	Style	Paint	for	best	results.	
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Surface	Prep	and	Application:	
	

Traditional	Swedish	Falu	Style	Paint	will	adhere	to	any	new,	clean,	
dry	wood	surface,	as	well	as	a	clean	surface	previously	painted	with	
a	Swedish	Falu	Style	Paint.	Apply	thin,	even	coats	with	a	stiff	natural	
bristle	brush.	Typically,	two	coats	are	required	as	the	first	coat	may	
not	fully	cover	nail	heads	and	knots	in	timber.	These	areas	can	also	
be	spot	painted	if	needed.	
	

To	prep,	cover	foundation,	gutters,	windows,	etc.	with	some	kind	of	
sheeting	or	drop	cloth.	Oil	and	paint	will	be	challenging	to	remove	
from	brick,	stone,	cement,	etc.	Can	be	cleaned	with	Linseed	Oil	Soap	
if	needed.	Keep	areas	covered	for	several	days	until	paint	is	
completely	dry.	
	

New	timber	should	be	wiped	clean	of	dirt	and	dust.	Follow	mixing	
instructions	and	apply	as	directed.		
	

Old	timber	or	when	repainting	is	needed	the	wood	surface	should	
always	be	cleaned	first	for	proper	adhesion.	Loose	paint	or	dirt	
should	be	brushed	off	with	wire-brush	or	scrub	pad.	If	any	mildew	is	
present,	apply	Linseed	Oil	Soap	directly	to	surface.	Clean	with	scrub	
pad	or	deck	brush.		Rinse	well	with	hose.	Do	not	power	wash!	Too	
much	moisture	is	introduced	to	the	wood	with	this	method.	Use	soft	
brush	or	microfiber	cloth	to	wipe	away	any	debris	or	fine	dust.	A	face	
mask	or	respirator	is	suggested	when	removing	pigment,	dust,	
mold/mildew,	etc.	Follow	mixing	instructions	or	mix	stored	paint	
well	before	use	and	apply	as	directed.	
	

If	new	and/or	old	wood	is	extremely	dry	and	weathered,	the	
Traditional	Swedish	Falu	Style	Paint	may	begin	to	appear	paler	
within	a	short	time,	meaning	it	may	be	necessary	to	apply	an	
additional	coat(s)	of	Viking	Purified	Raw	Linseed	Oil.	Color	
brightness	or	luster	will	be	restored	with	purified	oil	application	–	
similar	to	the	general	maintenance	process.	
	

Do	no	paint	while	surface	is	exposed	to	strong	sunlight	or	if	timber	
is	wet.	Moisture	content	of	wood	should	be	less	than	15%.	Let	dry	
after	rainfall.	Avoid	painting	in	40°	F	or	colder,	especially	if	there	is	a	
risk	of	night	frost.	Painting	in	70°	F	or	warmer	is	ideal.	
	

Dry	time	is	typically	within	1-2	hrs	in	warm,	dry	conditions.	
	

For	surfaces	previously	painted	with	modern	coatings,	the	infrared	
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Program	

Storage:	
	

Traditional	Swedish	Falu	Style	Pigment	has	a	very	long	shelf-life.	In	
powder	form,	it	does	not	require	frost-free	storage	and	does	not	expire	
or	go	rancid.	Store	in	dry	location.	Once	mixed	into	paint	form,	store	in	a	
frost-free	location	with	a	tight	lid.	Mix	well	before	next	use.	
	

Product	Overview:	

Pigment:	Red	and	black	natural	earth	pigment	(completely	free	of	chemical	dyes).			

Binder:	Starch	and	cellulose.			

Coverage:	Approximately	180-240	sq/ft	for	a	3	lb	bag	of	pigment	mixed	as	
directed.													

Dry	time:	1-2	hrs	in	70°	F	or	warmer	temperatures.	Colder	or	wet	conditions	will	
extend	dry	time.	

Cleanup.	Warm	water	and	Linseed	Oil	Soap.											

Dispose:	Let	water	evaporate	and	dispose	of	paint	dry	in	garbage.														

Storage:	Powder	does	not	require	frost-free	storage	and	does	not	expire.	Store	in	
dry	location.	In	paint	form,	store	inside	in	frost-free	conditions	with	a	tight	lid.	

Finish:	Matte.																																												

Product	is	classified	as	not	harmful	to	human	health.		

If	ingested:	Drink	large	amounts	of	water.		Contact	physician	immediately	if	
irritant	persists.									

If	inhaled:	Move	to	well	ventilated	area.	Wear	respirator	if	ventilation	is	
insufficient.		

WARNING:	Do	no	inhale	dry	pigment	as	this	can	cause	health	risk	with	long,	
repeated	exposure.	Keep	out	of	reach	of	children.	Dispose	in	dry	form	as	directed	
and	never	discard	pigment	into	the	environment	or	into	waterways	as	this	may	
cause	long-term	effects	to	organisms,	especially	aquatic	life.	

Contains	Quartz.	

Detailed	product	MSDS	sheet	available	upon	request.	
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Silent	Paint	Remover	can	be	used	to	scrape/strip	so	the	traditional	
coating	can	soak	properly	into	the	bare	wood.	All	of	the	former	coating	
really	should	be	removed	before	applying	Traditional	Falu	Style	Paint.		
Do	not	use	chemical	strippers.	
	

Maintenance:	
	

Clean	wood	surface	with	a	non-petrochemical	liquid	soap	or	Linseed	Oil	
Soap	to	remove	dirt,	air-pollution	build-up,	organic	growth,	etc.	Apply	
Viking	Purified	Raw	Linseed	Oil	to	nourish	pigment	and	wood	substrate.	
If	needed,	reapply	a	thin	coat	of	Traditional	Swedish	Falu	Style	Paint.	
Repeat	as	needed	when	wood	begins	to	appear	dry	or	the	red	color	
begins	to	fade.	No	paint	removal	or	heavy-duty	scraping	needed.	
	

Both	old	and	new	wood	will	likely	be	very	dry	and	may	require	
additional	coats	of	Viking	Purified	Raw	Linseed	Oil.	This	is	based	on	a	
visual	inspection	of	the	painted	surface.	The	Viking	Purified	Raw	
Linseed	Oil	will	enhance	the	Traditional	Swedish	Falu	Style	Paint	by	
nourishing	the	substrate	of	the	wood	material	and	increasing	durability,	
longevity,	moisture	resistance,	etc.	
	

Color	Variation:	
	

Mix	enough	paint	for	entire	project	if	possible.	If	using	multiple	batches	
of	paint,	be	sure	to	paint	full	side	or	wall	at	a	time.	Start	new	batch	at	
new	corner.	Do	not	stop	mid-wall	as	you	will	risk	an	overlap	of	coats	or	
variations	in	color.	Slight	variations	in	shade	may	occur	between	
batches	of	paint	based	on	how	the	natural	pigment	is	
roasted/processed.	
	

Brief	History:	
	

Swedish	Falu	Style	Paint,	sometimes	referred	to	as	Falu	Rodfarg	has	
been	traditionally	used	since	the	1500s	in	Scandinavia.	It	originates	and	
is	a	by-product	from	various	copper	mines,	the	most	well-known	being	
the	Falun	mine	in	the	Dalarna	region	of	Sweden.	This	type	of	paint	has	a	
unique	composition	of	naturally	occurring	oxides,	zinc,	and	other	
minerals,	which	is	mined,	milled,	roasted,	and	ground	to	a	fine	pigment	
that	adds	protective	attributes	to	exterior	wood	surfaces.	
	

The	beautiful	red	color	has	been	especially	popular	for	timber	
structures,	initially	meant	to	imitate	brick	buildings.	It	has	been	used	on	
mansions,	cabins,	and	barn/outbuildings	alike	over	the	generations.	It	is	
still	associated	with	the	idyllic	country	cottage	throughout	Scandinavia.	
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